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organization. This demand was not affected by the faults of
the organization, or the corruption and venality of the hierarchy.
The popes of the thirteenth century rode upon this tide, over-
whelming opposition and consolidating their power. In our time
the state is charged with the service of a great number of
interests which were then intrusted to the church. It is against
our mores that ecclesiastics should interfere with those interests.
There is no war on religion. Religion is recognized as an inter-
est by itself, and is treated with more universal respect than
ever before, but it is regarded as occupying a field of its own,
and if there should be an attempt in its name to encroach on
any other domain, it would fail, because it would be against the
mores of our time.

92. Russia* When Napoleon said : " If you scratch a Russian
you find a Tartar/' what he had perceived was that, although
the Russian court and the capital city have been westernized
by the will of the tsars, nevertheless the people still cling to
the strongly marked national mores of their ancestors. The
tsars, since Peter the Great, have, by their policing and dragoon-
ing, spoilt one thing without making another, and socially Rus-
sia is in the agonies of the resulting confusion. Russia ought
to be a democracy by virtue of its sparse population and wide
area of unoccupied land in Siberia. In fact all the indigenous
and most ancient usages of the villages are democratic. The
autocracy is exotic and military. It is, however, the only in-
stitution which holds Russia together as a unit. On account
of this political interest the small intelligent class acquiesce in
the autocracy. The autocracy imposes force on the people to
crush out their inherited mores, and to force on them western
institutions. The policy is, moreover, vacillating. At one time
the party which favored westernizing has prevailed at court; at
another time the old Russian or pan-Slavic party. There is in-
ternal discord and repression. The ultimate result of such an
attempt to control mores by force is an interesting question of
the future. It also is a question which affects most seriously the
interests of western civilization. The motive for the westernizing
policy is to get influence in European politics. All the interference